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SUBJECT:32ND SESSION HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION; FEBRUARY 2- 
MARCH 5, 1976: ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL PROCEDURE THE CHAIRMANSHIP 
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (HRC) ROTATES AMONG THE 
REGIONAL GROUPINGS. THIS YEAR IS LATIN AMERICA'S TURN. 

THE LA MEMBERS NOW ON THE HRC ARE CUBA, COSTA RICA, 

ECUADOR, PANAMA, PERU, AND URUGUAY. NONE AS FAR AS THE 
DEPARTMENT IS AWARE HAS SIGNIFIED AN INTENTION TO BE A 
CANDIDATE NOR HAS THERE BEEN ANY WORD OF PREFERENCES AMONG 
THE LA S. 
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2. IF NO OTHER LA’S PUT THEMSELVES FORWARD, IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT CUBA WOULD MOVE TO FILL THE VOID AND, EMERGING AS 
THE LA CANDIDATE BY DEFAULT AS IT WERE, BE VIRTUALLY 
ASSURED OF ELECTION. THE US WOULD REGARD CUBA'S CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP OF A MEETING DEVOTED TO HUMAN RIGHTS AS A GREAT IRONY. 

3. IN ORDER TO FORESTALL SUCH A SITUATION USUN IS 
REQUESTED TO APPROACH THE COSTA RICAN MISSION IN CONFIDENCE 
TO FIND OUT (1) WHAT, IF ANY, CONSULTATIONS HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE AMONG THE LA’S; (2) IF THERE IS NOW NO NON-CUBAN 
CANDIDACY WHETHER COSTA RICA WOULD BE WILLING TO PUT 

ITSELF FORWARD AS A CANDIDATE; AND (3) IF COSTA RICA IS 
UNWILLING WHETHER IT WOULD TAKE THE LEAD IN PROMOTING 
AN LA CANDIDATE OTHER THAN CUBA. 

4. FROM US POINT OF VIEW COSTA RICA WOULD BE IDEAL 
CANDIDATE IN TERMS OF ITS LONG IDENTIFICATION WITH HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES AND ITS GENERAL ACCEPTABILITY TO LA'S, BUT 
OTHER LA MEMBERS OF THE HRC WOULD ALSO BE PREFERABLE TO 
CUBA. MILITATING AGAINST COSTA RICAN CANDIDACY IS FACT 
THAT IT HAS ALREADY HAD CHAIRMANSHIP (1966), AS HAS ECUA- 
DOR ( 1964), WHILE OTHER LA’S ON HRC HAVE NOT. 

5. BECAUSE OF SHORT TIME BEFORE HRC SESSION DEPT WOULD 
APPRECIATE URGENT REPLY SO AS TO ALLOW TIME TO TAKE UP 
QUESTION IN LA CAPITALS IF NECESSARY. KISSINGER 
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